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Gun Control in America

Gun control is a term used to refer to any regulations or actions taken by government to 

control gun laws, whether the government is federal, state or local. These regulations include the

sale or purchase of handguns as well as the safety. Lately there has been a large debate over 

whether or not gun control is constitutional and how much is appropriate.  

The concern that guns are too easily available seems to stem mostly from high school 

massacres. There has been a long string of mass shootings since 1999, these shootings have 

pushed the gun control debate onto the radar. 

Many restrictions have been proposed, such as background checks, regulation of the 

secondary market, waiting periods, safety locks, child access prevention, bans on small guns, 

concealment laws, and the ban on assault weapons. 

The second amendment known as “The right to bear arms”, was passed by congress on 

September 25th, 1789. It was then later ratified on December 15th 1791 stating, “A well-regulated

Militia, being necessary to the security of a Free State, the right of the people to keep and bear 

Arms, shall not be infringed.”
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There are many reasons to apply gun control, these reason include, that it could 

potentially reduce gun deaths, protect women in abusive relationships, may cause less gun 

inflicted suicides, reduce accidental gun deaths, and make it harder for criminals to access them. 

The United States has more guns than any other country on our development level. As a 

result, the United States also has more deaths than any other developed country. Many believe 

that stricter gun laws would lower this profusely.

Studies show that around eight American kids are shot and killed every day. Stricter gun 

laws could potentially lower the number of school shootings. It would make is harder for 

children to get ahold of guns, and assure that school is a safe enjoinment for children. 

In the last 30 years more than 70 mass shootings that have occurred in the United States 

used a legally obtained gun.  That’s three out of four shooters using a legally purchased gun. 

Having stricter background checks can be one of the simple solutions. As background check are 

now mentally disturbed people are able to gain accesses to guns and other weapons they should 

not be able to. Right now some criminals, mentally unstable people and domestic abusers can 

still get their hands on guns, even after the background checks. 

However, there also many reasons to oppose gun control, some argue it’s against our 

rights, self-defense, more criminal revenue, criminals would still find ways to get guns.
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Although there is an extremely large number of gun inflicted death, nearly two-thirds of 

the gun inflicted deaths are suicide. Some many argue that the number of gun inflicted deaths is 

not a representation of public safety as most were self-inflicted. 

Perhaps the largest argument against guns is the increasing amount of mass killings. 

However, you could argue that most of these mass killings are carried out by mentally ill people.

As a result, the killers will find a way to carry out their plans no matter the weapon. Some even 

use knives for mass murder, sometimes the victims amount to five or even ten times the number 

as those in American mass shootings. 

Studies show the violent crime tends to go down with the more people who legally carry 

guns. As right to carry laws have come in to question, more people have had a tendency to carry 

guns. As a result, the number have violent crime rate has decreased, and the number of private 

own guns as risen to 100 million. In addition, gun bans don’t necessarily deter crime, some 

people theorize that banning guns will result in something similar to the ban on alcohol. Crime 

will technically increase with underground black markets. 

Another argument is criminals don’t care about laws, they already break them and a new 

law most likely won’t deter them from finding a way to get a hold of guns. 

In conclusion, I think that I am more in favor of passing some limits to guns. The gun 

limits proposed by the government wouldn’t stop a mentally stable, good citizen from obtaining 



4

a gun. It would however make it even harder for criminals to get a hold of them, will it 

completely stop gun crime? I don’t think that’s the case, but we might as well try what we can. 

  

 



5

Works Cited

Lee, M., and Alexander Stingl. "Gun Control." Salem Press Encyclopedia (2016): Research 

Starters. Web. 23 Apr. 2016.

CDC, "Data & Statistics (WISQARS)," wisqars.cdc.gov

"The Fight Over Guns In America." Junior Scholastic 118.8 (2016): 12. MasterFILE Complete. 

Web. 23 Apr. 2016.

COOPER, MARC. "Gun Control Is A Misfire." American Conservative 15.2 (2016): 

12. History Reference Center. Web. 1 May 2016.

Parnell, William B. Gun Control : Background, Regulation And Legislation. New York: Nova 

Science Publishers, Inc, 2009. eBook Collection (EBSCOhost). Web. 1 May 2016.

"Week In Politics: Gun Control Debate, Republican Presidential Race." All Things 

Considered (2016): Literature Resource Center. Web. 1 May 2016.

Monroe, Jeffrey D. Homicide And Gun Control : The Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act 

And Homicide Rates. New York: LFB Scholarly Publishing LLC, 2008. eBook Collection 

(EBSCOhost). Web. 1 May 2016.


