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William Michael Johnson 
c/o 191 Duck Pond Road, 
Post Office Box 366 
McDade, Texas 78650 
 
April 26, 2007 
 
To: Office of Attorney General of Texas 
Public Information and Assistance 
209 West 14th Street 
Post Office Box 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 
 
Attn: Public Information Officer 
 

THIS IS A PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT REQUEST UNDER T.G.C. 552 

The Texas Government Code, Section 552.001 states, "(a) Under the fundamental philosophy of the 
American constitutional form of representative government that adheres to the principal that 
government is the servant and not the master of the people, it is the policy of this state that each 
person is entitled, unless otherwise expressly provided by law, at all times to complete information 
about the affairs of government and the official acts of public officials and employees. The people, in 
delegating authority, do not give their public servants the right to decide what is good for the people to 
know and what is not good for them to know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they 
may retain control over the instruments they have created. The provisions of this chapter shall be 
liberally construed to implement this policy. (b) This chapter shall be liberally construed in favor of 
granting a request for information. Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., Sect. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993 
(Emphasis added.) 

1. Present all documents, Texas law, and AG opinions that pertain to the characteristics that make both 
real and personal property: 

a. Taxable, or 

b. Exempt 

2. Section 26.012 (10) and (11) of the tax code describes “excess collections” and “last year’s debt 
levy” as the amount of “debt taxes” collected and the amount of “debt taxes” refunded respectively. 

a. Is it the opinion of this office that property tax is anything other than a debt? 

b. If it is not considered a debt then what is it? 

c. Additionally if it is not considered a debt then why would the non-payment of a non-debt be 
placed on a credit report which is for the non-payment of debts? 

3. According to the Texas Supreme Court Case, City of Houston v. Morgan Guar. Intern. Bank (App. 1 
Dist. 1983) 666 S.W.2d 524, 526, ref. n.r.e, certiorari denied 105 S.Ct. 1185, 469 U.S. 1213, 84 
L.Ed.2d 332 the definition of “located in this state” means both domiciled and doing business in this 
state. 

a. Is it the opinion of the Attorney General that the phrase “located in this state” as stated in 
Tax code §11.01(b) and (c) has the meaning as stated by the Texas Supreme Court in the 
above mentioned case. 

b. If not, then provide the definition of this phrase as stated in Texas law. 

4. What is the definition under Texas law “doing business”? 

5. What “business” does a private home / private property do? 



6. Does the State of Texas have any real or perceived monetary, proprietary, or contractual relationship 
with privately owned property? If so what is the relationship and state the Texas law, or contract 
that creates it. 

7. Do the counties of Texas have any real or perceived monetary, proprietary, or contractual 
relationship with privately owned property? If so what is the relationship and state the Texas law, or 
contract that creates it. 

8. Do the school districts of Texas have any real or perceived monetary, proprietary, or contractual 
relationship with privately owned property? If so what is the relationship and state the Texas law, or 
contract that creates it. 

9. Does any taxing district have any real or perceived monetary, proprietary, or contractual relationship 
with privately owned property? If so what is the relationship and state the Texas law, or contract 
that creates it. 

10. State the Texas law indicating why “exempt” real property becomes non-exempt if it produces an 
income, gain, or profit. 

11. State the exact method and Texas law which determines how a private home or private non-
developed land produces an income, gain, or profit. 

12. State the Texas law(s) that: 

a. Makes real property fully taxable: or 

b. Makes real property fully exempt; and 

c. What characteristic(s) makes real property either fully taxable or fully exempt? 

13. According to Texas tax code §11.01 “All real and tangible personal property that this state has 
jurisdiction to tax is taxable unless exempt by law.” 

a. What “jurisdiction” does the state have over privately held land? 

b. What “jurisdiction” do the counties have over privately held land? 

c. What “jurisdiction” does any taxing authority have over privately held land? 

If you cannot produce this public information for inspection or duplication within 10 calendar days 
after the date of receiving this request, please so certify to me in writing and set a date and a reasonable 
time when the information will be available for inspection, duplication, or be mailed to me, at the 
address so said above, per § 552.221 and § 552.308. 

Treat this request for information uniformly without regard to the position of the person who signs this 
request per §552.223. Please advise if costs exceed $50.00. 
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Thank you, 
 

 
 

---  a u t h o r i z e d  s i g n a t u r e  UCC 3.401(a)(2)(b)-- 
William-Michael Johnson, requestor 

Bastrop county Texas 
 
 


